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Treatments Used in Diabetes
Diabetes medicines are pills that lower blood sugar. These pills are not insulin.

Action sites of diabetes pills:

L i v e r
Biguanides

(Glucophage) (Glucophage XR)
(Avandamet) (Metformin)

Keeps the liver from
releasing too much glucose.

I n t e s t i n e s
Alpha-Glucosidase Inhibitors

(Precose)
(Glyset)

Incretin (Symilin)
Slows the digestion of
some carbohydrates.

Pa n c re a s
Meglitinides

(Prandin)
Nateglinides

(Starlix)
Stimulates the pancreas
to release more insulin.

Pa n c reas 
Sulfonylureas

(Glyburide, Glipizide, Amaryl)
Exenatide (Byetta)

Stimulates the pancreas
to release more insulin.

M u scle Ce l l s
Thiazolidinediones
(Actos) (Avandamet)

(Avandia)
Makes muscle cells more

sensitive to insulin.


