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This proposal means:





About 2 million of the 7 million uninsured Californians will be eligible  for coverage.


More confusion and transition difficulties


Some parents with kids in Healthy Families will be covered, some won’t.


Many families will have coverage through multiple programs.


People will get lost between programs.


Healthy Families benefits are comparable to those for state and local government employees (CalPERS).  This means they are better than most job-based benefits but not as extensive as Medi-Cal.


Premiums and out-of-pocket costs will deter some families from participating: low and moderate income families with high housing costs may defer health coverage.





Health Access California is making a call to action.  They request that we undertake a letter writing campaign to Governor Davis, telling him that every working parent deserves health coverage, and that getting health coverage through Healthy Families and Medi-Cal should be just as simple as signing up for Medicare.  Major message:  We still have 5 million more Californians who need decent health care!





Governor Gray Davis


1st Floor, State Capitol


Sacramento, CA  95814





Asking Jeeves:





Internet based “Ask Jeeves, Inc.” gets more than 32,000 healthcare related questions each week.  Here are the top five:





What is the best health insurance?


Where can I get online personal and family health insurance quotes?


Where can I learn general information on diabetes?


Where can I find a physician in my area?


Where can I find the latest health news about general health?














We are the music-makers,


And we are the dreamers of dreams,


Wandering by lone sea-breakers


And sitting by desolate streams;


World-losers and world-forsakers,


On whom the pale moon gleams;


Yet we are the movers and shakers


Of the world for ever, it seems.





Arthur William Edgar O’Shaughnessy





Happy New Year!


Get ready to move and shake in 2001!





-Headline News-


Health Access California reports on the release of the waiver proposal by the Davis administration for Parents Coverage:





Governor Davis has finally released his proposal to cover parents.  It is less than we had hoped, but still another significant step forward.  





Key Points:


Covers parents only up 200% of poverty (roughly $34,500 for a family of four) rather than 250% of poverty.


Covers all newly insured parents through Healthy Families, rather than Medi-Cal.


Covers an estimated 300,000 uninsured Californians at an estimated $219 million a year to state government (with federal matching funds for a total cost of $660 million per year).


Requires parents to pay premiums of $20-25 per parent so families will play up to $54 or $68 a month depending on income plus out of pocket costs comparable to CalPERS.





January Meeting Calendar


CCHN Board		8:30		January 16


CCC Board 		8:30		January 9


Operations Council  	8:30		January 9


Physicians Council 	12:00		January 9


North County UM 	12:30		January 18








MSO Corner





All billing/encounter data should be submitted on the HCFA 1500 forms and forwarded to the MSO claims department for processing.  The PM 160 forms that are required by Medi-Cal need to be forwarded directly to the health plan.  If any of your satellite clinics send claims directly to the MSO, please make sure that this information is shared with them.


�If you have any questions, or require additional assistance with this procedure, please contact Loretta Tabereaux at the MSO.  Her telephone number is 858-824-7115.





Computer Training For Physicians





UCSD is sponsoring a three day basic course for Physicians in computer literacy with a maximum of 20 CME hours in Category 1 credit toward the AMA Physician’s Recognition Award.  





The introductory program is designed to assist you in your daily practice.  Word processing is central to all computer work.  Copying, transferring, moving and editing files are also basic to all computer functions.  Some of the most useful and education applications include accessing and utilizing medical data bases, such al Melvyl and MedLars.  Increasingly, Internet and World Wide Web applications are important communication tools and capabilities all physicians must have.  An introductory to PowerPoint, spreadsheets, databases and desktop publishing will be provided.





This series will be offered monthly, at a cost of $675 (30 days in advance) or $695.  The first set of dates are:  1/11-1/13, 2/8-2/10 and 3/29-3/31.  Call 888-229-6263 for further information.


HIPAA Clip & Save


CPCA has gathered a multitude of HIPAA resources to enable clinics to build their knowledge base and awareness as they plan for HIPAA.  These online resources offer useful information on HIPAA and its regulations.  Please keep in mind that this is a partial list that will be added to and many of these web sites contain links to other HIPAA resources.  


REPORTS & ARTICLES AVAILABLE ONLINE:





“HIPAA:  Wake-Up Call for Health Care Providers” (9/15/00) Fitch IBCA, Duff & Phelps			Public Finance – Health Care Special Report	� HYPERLINK http://www.fitchratings.com ��www.fitchratings.com�





“Implementation of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act Within California:  Issues and Challenges”	(Summer 2000)  Pacific Health Policy Group (commissioned by the California HealthCare Foundation)


              � HYPERLINK http://www.chcf.org ��www.chcf.org�





USEFUL SITES FOR OVERALL HIPAA INFORMATION:





QuadraMed’s Internet Forum on HIPAA Preparedness     


               � HYPERLINK http://www.hipaa-iq.com ��www.hipaa-iq.com�





HIPAAdvisory by Phoenix Health Systems	� HYPERLINK http://www.hipaadvisory.com ��www.hipaadvisory.com�





Calirofornia DHS (HIPAA Update)		� HYPERLINK http://www.medi-cal.ca.gov ��www.medi-cal.ca.gov�





American Hospital Association HIPAA Standards	� HYPERLINK http://www.aha.org/hipaa/hipaa_home.asp ��www.aha.org/hipaa/hipaa_home.asp�








CCC/CCHN Web Site


Did you know that the CCC/CCHN web site is coming?  This exciting new resource will be coming to a computer near you in early February and it is predicted that you will want to make it your home page in no time.  





The new web site will have both an external (to the general public on the internet) function and an internal (members only) function, with capabilities that will make your life a little simpler and provide you with useful and important information at your finger tips.  





Stay tuned to this newsletter for further information on such features as clinic demographics and service/language inventories, maps and directions to clinics, calendar and meeting management functions, file download capability for reports, articles, action alerts and newsletters, and comprehensive links libraries!  This information hub will bring the clinics into a distinguished web presence!
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