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Election 2000





The Gender Gap:





Nine in ten women name a health issue as a priority they want politicians to address in the fall election, according to a survey conducted by Kaiser Family Foundation and Self Magazine.  The survey revealed differences in the way men and women prioritize health issues.





Preserving Medicare:


 - Women	88%


 - Men		84%





Requiring Managed Care Companies to Allow Direct Access to OB/GYNs:


 - Women	81%


 - Men		63%





Funding For Women’s Health Research:


 - Women	79%


 - Men		71%





Providing Coverage for the Uninsured:


 - Women	78%


 - Men		70%





Funding For HIV/AIDS Prevention:


 - Women	78%


 - Men		70%





Requiring Managed Care Companies to Allow a Second Opinion:


- Women	78%


- Men		70%





Funding for Family Planning for Low-Income Women:


 - Women	67%


 - Men		56%








Election Day is November 7th!  To get a last minute update on the party platforms, try this informative site:





� HYPERLINK http://www.healthleaders.com/index.cfm?screen=html&htmlfile=party_platforms ��http://www.healthleaders.com/index.cfm?screen=html&htmlfile=party_platforms�





HealthLeaders.com is the site of choice for CCHN staffers to keep themselves “in the know” about state, national and international news in the healthcare arena!





Don’t Forget To Vote!





Headline News/Issues


The holidays are upon us!  Many of you will be having modified clinic hours due to the Thanksgiving or Veteran’s Day holiday.  For those of you who participate in the County sponsored “After Hours Access Program,” please remember to contact Message Linx at 619-681-1951 and Scripps Nurse Connection at 858-678-7851 to let them know what your holiday schedule is. 


The first CCHN Access Audit has been completed!  Look for outcome information in future editions of “NewsBriefs!”


Health Plan Happenings





Three network clinics in the north county have become the happy recipients of a $25,000 Healthy Families grant from Health Net.  The clinics will use the funds to improve, remodel or furnish various areas in their clinics or mobile units, as well as to bolster education and tools for Healthy Families outreach workers.  The grants will be presented in a ceremony at the California Center for the Performing Arts on November 15th.





Health Net also anticipates the eventual availability of several internet-ready PCs for donation to clinic sites, across the county, who may need the additional hardware.  CCHN will stay in contact with the health plan and notify clinics if and when this hardware becomes available for our use.


Web Site of the Week:


� HYPERLINK http://www.HealthLeaders.com ��www.HealthLeaders.com�


HealthLeaders Inc. delivers news, information, and research data about the business of healthcare through multiple media platforms for the convenience of healthcare executives and professionals by combining Internet technology, publishing and research in a variety of convenient, easy-to-access media platforms.�





Network Meeting Calendar for November 2000





Nov. 7		8:30	CCC Board Meeting


		11:00	San Diego UM Meeting


		12:00	Physician Council Meeting


 Nov. 14	8:30	Operations Council Meeting


Nov. 15		10:00	Purchasing Managers &


			Pharmacist Council kick-off


			meeting (in Sacramento)


Nov. 16		12:30	North County UM Meeting


Nov. 21		8:30	Health Network BOD Meeting


MSO Corner


By:  Sandra Twyman, RN, BAM, Quality Mgmt. Nurse


A couple of questions have come up recently regarding site visits and access audit quality management activities.


Site visits are a routine part of initial credentialing.  They are also done whenever a primary care practitioner, OB/GYN or high-volume behavioral health practitioner relocates or opens a new site.  This is an NCQA standard (Credentialing Standard 6.6).


The site visit includes an evaluation of medical records. If a visit and medical record evaluation has been done within the last 6 months (i.e., for a different physician already practicing at that location), they are not repeated.  This means it is possible to receive a site visit twice a year if there is physician movement in a facility.


Currently, SCPMCS does not participate in the Healthy San Diego site review process, however, the possibility does exist for participation in the future, providing specific operational issues are resolved and our contracted commercial health plans cooperate.


A telephonic access audit is conducted as a part of the quality management program.  The audit for calendar year 2000 was recently concluded.  We are in the process of planning the quality activities for 2001and have not yet determined when the clinics will be called.





Sandra Twyman can be reached at 858-824-7015


Heard in the Halls:


“This part of HIPAA creates full employment for lawyers through 2020.”


Donna Z. Eden, senior attorney with the HCFA Office of General Counsel, commenting on HIPAA’s preemption that calling for current state privacy laws to prevail over the new federal legislation.





“You forgot to mention that I rested on the seventh day.”


Mississippi trial lawyer Dickie Scruggs, addressing an adoring Connecticut State Medical Society.  Local physicians were thrilled with Scruggs’ plan to sue health plans that they feel second-guess doctors’ medical decisions.





“Foreign nurses can get in this country in two years, but fashion models can get in in as little as two months.  I guess the next time you have a medical emergency, you will have to call on a fashion model.”


California attorney Carl Shusterman, commenting on what he views as questionable U.S. Immigration policies that often slow foreign nurse recruitment.





“That’s pretty bad when you have to pretend to be a dog or cat to get a price break.”


Democratic presidential nominee Al Gore, commenting on a story by a pharmacy owner, who said that some of his customers have purchased their prescriptions from veterinarians since some human medicines are also sold for animals, but at much lower prices. 








On The Road Again . . .





CCHN Quality Management Show hits the road!





The CCHN Quality Management Program was once again presented to Medical Directors, Executive Directors and Quality Management Personnel at the Annual Region IX Western Clinicians’ Medical Conference in Honolulu Hawaii.





CCHN staffers Mickie Beyer, Laurel Fuqua and Debbie Seagle presided over a welcoming reception for the conference guests that combined fun and games with the serious subject of bringing quality health care to our under served populations in Region IX.  Look for the new QM Plan display unit to be presented at all CCHN Council meetings in November.
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